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Mukorsi villagers 
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Corruption stifles economic growth  – CSOs 

 

Harare – CORRUPTION, financial imprudence and mega-

salaries in parastatals and state enterprises have exposed as 

untrue the government’s flaunted and long held excuse that 

targeted economic sanctions single-handedly caused the 

collapse of the public sector, civil society has said. 

 

Youth Agenda Trust (YAT) Director Fortune Nyamande said 

on Tuesday, February 11, 2014, that the recent disclosures 

are a testimony that the rot and bankruptcy in parastatals is 

the handiwork of corrupt public officials. 

“The disclosures vindicate our position that it is cor-

ruption not sanctions that has destroyed our econo-

my,” YAT Director Fortune Nyamande said.  

“Youths are being the ones to bear the brunt of a 

corrupt administration.  

“They have been hoodwinked by the Zanu-PF propa-

ganda machinery  that sanctions have caused the 

economic meltdown. 

“Yet, it can only be blamed on the few, Zanu-PF 

aligned chefs who were living in an oasis of riches as 

the majority  wallow in poverty and extreme depri-

vation.” 

 

Hopewell Gumbo of the Zimbabwe Coalition on Debt and 

Development (ZIMCODD) said corruption had been tolerated 

for a long time under the ruling Zanu-PF party’s watch to a 

level where almost every public office-bearer practises the 

vice. 

“Corruption has been allowed by the authorities to 

go on as if it is now a petty crime, and we see it now 

reaching the alarming levels,” Gumbo said, adding 

that it is now “a free for all”. 

 

Transparency International – Zimbabwe (TIZ) Director Mary-

Jane Ncube said the recent corruption expose’ was useful in 

stimulating public debate on the scourge, but stressed the 

need for relevant government institutions to make follow 

ups in curbing the scourge. 

“I think the positive thing is that critical information 

has come out into the public domain,” she said. 

“Whether this will lead to a change in the way the 

government deals with corruption is anyone’s guess. 
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“Issues of corruption are legal issues which need to be dealt by the civil or criminal courts after investigations have 

been done by the police. 

“This means that the issue of corruption cannot find closure or conclusion in the newspapers.  

“So far, the status quo remains, there hasn’t been a clear cabinet  position on these matters.  

“The only position we have heard is from the Vice-President, but we don’t know whether that is the State’s position or 

it’s her own opinion.” 

 

Vice-President Joyce Mujuru is quoted in the State media this week as having made statements in relation to the hot issue at 

her party’s Women’s Provincial Conference in Chinhoyi, saying exposure of corruption in the press was driven by suspicious 

motives. 

 

Analysts view the statements as a desperate attempt to gag the press by accusing it of destroying the country by reporting 

about corruption in public entities. 

 

Several corruption scandals have exploded into the limelight with high ranking government officials, being implicated.. Several 

senior officials implicated in past corruption scandals remain in government.  

One vendor continues his business at the demolition site 

Masvingo – THE government is facing difficulties in assisting  the affected  villagers who have been fleeing from floods in the 

Tokwe-Mukorsi dam’s 9 600 hectare flood basin after heavy rains in the southern province. 

 

On Monday, February 10, 2014, Community for Tolerance, Reconciliation and Development Trust(COTRAD) expressed concern 

over the welfare of thousands of villagers and government’s lack of capacity to evacuate the affected as a result of logistical 

challenges. 

 

COTRAD  Programs Manager Zivanai Muzorodzi expressed concern that although evacuations were being done for the most 

endangered families there remained unanswered questions about their welfare. 

 

“Plans to evacuate these people have been initiated, 

but the biggest question from us as civil society is that 

what about their crops? Who will provide food for 

them? Who will build the houses for them in those new 

settlements?” Muzorodzi said. 

“Where are they going to be resettled? How will they 

transport their livestock? The reality that we know is 

that the government is broke. We however are happy 

that Civil Protection Unit and the Red Cross are trying 

to help with makeshift shelter for the affected.” 

 

Government struggles to evacuate Tokwe-Mukorsi villagers 

File Photo: Tokwe-Mukorsi dam 



3 

Government has since declared the situation a  national disaster and evacuated some of the families after its scheduled, ongo-

ing, slow and cash-strapped evacuation of people in the flood basin was overtaken by floods.  

 

The government has been failing to evacuate families even as engineers indicated that the dam was nearing completion, 

Masvingo Provincial Administrator Felix Chikovo revealed last September. 

 

A source from Gunikuni area said that they had been assured that they will be evacuated and compensated for the houses, but 

people had refused to be evacuated without compensation. 

 

Kerina Chimombe, 48, who resides near a school in Gunikuni area where people are being temporarily sheltered before reloca-

tion, and whose family is also set to be moved, said due to the floods people were being evacuated without being compen-

sated. 

“They are being airlifted with helicopters, and some are walking on foot and arriving at the school with swollen feet ,” 

Chimombe said. 

“These people are leaving their livestock behind except things like chickens which they can carry along.” 

 

According to Chimombe, those who were most threatened and are being airlifted are from village 6, village 7, village 21 and 

other adjacent villages under Chief Shumba.  

 

Evacuated  families have been split into groups of males and females, and are reportedly sleeping in classrooms, and a ware-

house used for cotton auctions at the school.  
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